CHAPTER CONSTITUTION

Article 1: Chapter Name

The name of the chapter shall be the ________________________Chapter ### of the National Association of Watch and Clock Collectors, Inc. and designated NAWCC Chapter ###.

Article 2: Purpose

The Chapter shall operate and exist for the purpose of encouraging and stimulating interest in the art and science of horology for the benefit of the public and its members, by taking active measures to:

· Promote and provide education and research in the art and science of horology,

· Foster a genuine interest in collecting timepieces, literature, data, and tools all related to the field of horology,

· Cooperate with individuals, other Chapters, other institutions, and the public to stimulate genuine interest in the collection, conservation, interpretation, and exhibition of timepieces and other horological items,

· Promote and provide opportunities for volunteerism and camaraderie in interests related to horology,

· Provide Chapter members the opportunities to buy, sell, trade, evaluate, and/or exhibit horological items and materials,

· Participate in and support the purposes, activities, and programs of the National Association of Watch and Clock Collectors, Inc.

Article 3: Non-Profit

The Chapter is organized for pleasure, recreation, and other similar purposes under section 501(c)(7) of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code and as such will abide by the following IRS requirements: 
a. The Chapter will not discriminate against any person based on race, color, or religion. 
b. The Chapter is organized for exempt purposes as defined by the Internal Revenue Code. Substantially all of its activities must further its exempt purposes.
c. The Chapter will not exceed 35 percent of its gross receipts from nonmember sources, including investment income. 
d. The Chapter will provide an opportunity for personal contact among members, and membership will be limited.

e. The Chapter will be primarily supported by membership fees, dues, and assessments.

f. The Chapter’s net earnings will not inure to the benefit of any person having a personal and private interest in its activities.

Article 4: Bylaws

The Chapter shall, by the enactment of Bylaws, provide for the election of officers, the length of term, the conduct of meetings, the determination of dues, and any other matters as may be necessary.

Article 5: Membership

Any person or institution who is a member in good standing of the National Association of Watch and Clock Collectors, Inc. is eligible for membership in this Chapter upon paying an annual membership fee to be specified by the Chapter’s Board of Directors.

Article 6: Officers and Board of Directors:

The governing authorities of the Chapter shall consist of the following:

a. The Chapter officers shall consist of a President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer. The Secretary and Treasurer positions may be combined into one position.

b. The Immediate Past-President shall be a member of the Board of Directors (Board) of the Chapter.

c. The Directors shall be selected as provided for in the bylaws. The number of Directors shall be as determined in the Bylaws.

d. The Chapter officers, together with the Immediate Past-President and the Directors, shall constitute the Board of Directors (Board) of the Chapter. The Board shall have full authority in all matters as defined in this Constitution or the Bylaws and shall manage and control the business and property of the Chapter.

e. The Chapter officers shall constitute an Executive Committee for the purpose of conducting business of the Chapter between meetings of the Board.

Article 7: Use of Earnings

No part of the net earnings of the Chapter shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to, its members, directors, officers or other private persons, except that the chapter shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in the purpose clause hereof. Inurement is not limited to overt distributions; even undistributed earnings may benefit members by decreasing membership dues or increasing the services the chapter makes available to its members without a corresponding increase in dues or other fees paid for chapter support.
No substantial part of the activities of the chapter shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the chapter shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this document, the chapter shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by an organization exempt from federal income tax under section 501(c)(7) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.
  
Article 8: Dissolution

Upon the dissolution of the chapter, assets shall be distributed to the National Association of Watch and Clock Collectors, Inc. or other eligible 501(c)(3) organization for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal government, or to a state or local government, for a public purpose. Any such assets not disposed of shall be disposed of by the Court of the county in which the principal office of the organization is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such organization or organizations, as said Court shall determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes. 
In the case of a merger with another NAWCC Chapter, the assets may be transferred to the merged entity upon approval of the merger by the NAWCC Chapter Relations Committee.
Article 9: Amendments

Amendments of the Constitution may be proposed and adopted by the following manner:

a. By proposal for an amendment at a regular Chapter Board meeting.

b. By proposal for an amendment at a regular Chapter meeting by any member.

Ratification and adoption of the amendment shall be by a two-thirds majority vote of the full Chapter Board, a quorum being present at a Board meeting designated for that purpose. If a proposal for an amendment is made and adopted in accordance with this Article 9, the same shall be published and made known to all Chapter members. 
Article 10: Fiscal Year

The Fiscal year for the Chapter shall begin _____________.
Date adopted (or amended)  ____________________________

We certify that this is copy of the constitution adopted (or amended) on the above date.

________________________________
_______________________________

President or Vice-President
Secretary or Treasurer
Notes
This sample constitution may be utilized as a template for chapters organized in the United States. Chapters will need to check state regulations to determine if any additional language is required by the state where they are located. International chapters will need to alter Articles 3, 7 and 8 to comply with the laws of the country where your chapter is located.
The naming of officers President versus Chair, inclusion of past-president and other organizational matters covered in Article 6 may be altered to meet the needs of the chapter.  
References and requirements concerning the Internal Revenue Service are based on IRS documents. All non-profit entities, regardless of c3, c7 or other status are required to file an annual electronic return (990-N) with contact information if gross receipts are under $50,000 or if gross receipts are over $50,000 then a form 990 or 990-EZ which requires financial and other detailed information.
Additional information regarding the operations of a chapter can be found in the NAWCC Chapter Handbook and additional information regarding Internal Revenue Service requirements can be found on the NAWCC website in the chapter documents area and on the IRS website at www.irs.gov/Charities-&-Non-Profits. For an online presentation from the IRS explaining IRS 501(c)(7) organizations go to http://www.stayexempt.irs.gov/Play.aspx?ID=Social Clubs_Phone_Forumec15dc9b-b151-4981-9c2b-0d2e3a6b0980.swf
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